Typical Problems, Triumphs Mark OU History 
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Since its beginning in 1908, the Univer- 
sity of Omaha has had nine presidents, all of 
whom have contributed to the growth and 
advancement of the University. 

The founder and first president was Dr. 
Daniel E. Jenkins who served without salary 
for the first || years. The Board of Directors 
voted him an annual salary of $4,000 in 1919. 

Jenkins had many good offers to leave 
for better positions, but he turned them down. 
He found happiness here, serving where it was 
needed, even with "odds against him", wrote 
the Rev. Charles Herron, a member .of the 
first faculty, 


Dr. Karl F. Wettstone had a short term 


as president from 1927 to 1928. He left after . 


a year because the school was not standard- 
ized in accordance with the requirements of 
in North Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools, due to financial difficul- 
ties. OU was not accredited until 1939. 

The third president, Dr. Ernest Wesley 
Emery, served from 1928 to 1930. Wesley 
believed in a strong, aggressive athletic pro- 
gram and more funds for buildings, equip- 
ment and endowments. 

Dr. W. Gilbert James served as acting 
president at three different times. While Dr. 
Jenkins was on leave of absence in 1926 and 
1927, and again in 1928 and 1930-31. James, 
whose fields were English and speech, came 
to the University in 1919 as dean of the 
college. 

Dr. William E. Sealock, president from 
1932 to 1936, was the first president of the 
municipal university and is credited with rais- 
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ing a mediocre faculty staff to a superior 
status. 


His refusal to condone an alleged campus 
spy ring to report possible communist activity 
of faculty members resulted in his ouster by 
Regents, Regent and faculty resignations, 
student protests and calls for investigation. 

The sixth president of the University, 
Rowland Haynes, served from 1936 to 1948. 
He was responsible for the expansion of the 
School of Adult Education, and the creation 
of the College of Applied Arts and Sciences. 
He also introduced accreditation by the 
North Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. 

Dr. Milo Bail, seventh president of the 
University, served from 1948 to 1964. At 
this time enrollment increased by two-thirds, 
the Fieldhouse, Gene Eppley Library, Applied 
Arts Building, and Student Center were com- 
pleted, and the Colleges of Business Admin- 
istration Education and Adult.Education were 
established. 

Dr. Leland Traywick became president 
following Bail but left in 1966.  Traywick 
fought hard to win a 2 mill increase for OU 
which was denied in a city election. 


The ninth and current president of OU, 
Dr. Kirk Naylor, faced with University finan- 
cial problems, began and successfully accom- 
plished the merger between OU and the Uni- 
versity of Nebraska giving OU the chance to 
grow and expand. Working closely with 
Chancellor Hardin, Dr. Naylor will continue 
to supervise progress for the good of Ne- 
braska University students. 


Campus Student Unrest 
Hit OU Decades Ago 


". . . the student body held two mass 
meetings. A student committee was appointed 
to investigate an alleged spy system. On May 
29 another mass meeting was held by the stu- 
dents. At this assembly the existence of a spy 
system was confirmed by the President of the 
University." 


Sound like a story out of yesterday's pa- 


per doesn't it? Actually this was taken from 


the front page of a Gateway dated Friday 
September 3, 1935. 


The history of this University is as inter- 
esting and eventful as that of any other 
growing unit of education. Names change and 
people are shuffled, but the institution remains 
and its heritage remains. 


This institution is now on the brink of 


2 another great step. On this occasion it might 


be interesting to glance back at yesterday's 
papers -and see how far we've come and if 
things have really changed that much. 


This fall's first Gateway will undoubtedly 
carry a story about enrollment crossing the 
10,000 mark. It is interesting to note that the 
first fall Gateway in 1938 carried a lead story 
with the headline "Record Enrollment Expect- 
ed to reach Thousand Mark". l | 


Gateway workers were shocked to find 
that in 1938 for an entire semester the Gate- 
way printed the slogan "We use the news 
that's news to youse’ on the front page of 
each edition. 


On November 4, 1938 the Administration 
Building was officially dedicated and OU was 
tagged the "million dollar university". 


In 1939 the athletic teams of OU 
dropped the title Cardinals for the Indians. The 
following year there was a great deal of dis- 
cussion concerning the dropping of football 
at OU. Rowland Haynes, then OU President 
had commended Chicago University for drop- 
ping football. The Gateway ran a poll involv- 
ing about half the students of the University. 
The students voted 6 to ! in favor of football. 


In 1940 when OU basketball star Don 
Pflasterer was asked his secret of success he re- 
plied, "Practice and you won't need Whea- 
ties". Now the Dean of Student Personnel, he 
then had racked up an abundance of athletic 
achievements and planned a career as an 
athletic coach. 


On the more sensational side, the March 
15, 1940 Gateway lead headline read .. . 
"Karen Andre Faces Murder Rap". 'I loved 
him' says prisoner." The whole thing was a 
piece of promotion for Ayn Rand's play "The 
Night of January 16" which was to start at 
OU that week. 


In more recent times, the Gateway noted 
expansion in its May 9, 1960 issue. The Applied 
Arts, now Engineering, and Student Center 
buildings were dedicated. 


The QUampi Room first opened its doors 
on Monday, May 9, 1960. 


Undoubtedly other headlines on new 
buildings, new people, and new situations will 
fill the Gateway in years to come. 


Some will be colorful, some will be repe- 
titous, But all will reflect what this institution 
is and where it is going. 


160 Years Of Combined Growth-Progress 


President Naylor speaks Omaha University’s case before the Nebraska legislature. 


The path to the merger began in early 
January, 1967. Plans were revealed by then- 
acting-President Kirk Naylor for a proposed 
OU-NU merger. The merger bill, LB 736, was 
drawn up and passed its first reading in March. 

In April the Unicameral passed the OU- 
NU merger bill 31-18. The bill was slated to 
take effect July 1, 1968, when signed by Gov- 
ernor Norbert Tiemann and after being ap- 
proved by a vote of the people of Omaha. 

In October former Nebraska Governor 
Frank Morrison sparked opposition to the 
merger when he suggested that OU expand 
into Elmwood Park. The "Friend of the Parks" 
Committee took up arms over the proposal 
which was Morrison's alone. No organized op- 
position to the merger ever appeared, but 
State Senator Henry Pedersen of Omaha was 
considered the most-outspoken opponent. 

In late October the OU Regents set the 
date for the merger election for December [2 
to coincide with the city bond election. OU 
students began taking an active part in cam- 
paigning in November. Students helped by 
passing out yard signs and doornob hangers 
and by manning the polls on election day. 

When election day came, all the work 
was rewarded as Omahans said yes to the 
merger by a vote of almost four to one, On 
the day after election day, NU Chancellor 
Clifford Hardin came to Omaha to address 
OU Faculty and students who, together with 
students in Lincoln, will make Nebraska Univer- 
sity the twentieth largest in the nation. 


One of Omaha University’s most ardent supporters in the Legislature was Scottsbluff 
Senator Terry Carpenter, left. 


Make Nebraska's Future Appear Bright 


The merger campaign was supported en- 
thusiastically by the students who manned the 


Polling places, passed out literature and dis- 
tributed signs. 


President Kirk Naylor of Omaha University and Chancellor Clifford 


Hardin of Nebraska University met to discuss future plans after the merg- 
er election. 


